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(Music Sales America). Easy Baroque Pieces for Classical Guitar is an outstanding introduction for

the beginner to intermediate guitarist to the music of the Baroque. The Baroque period of music

flourished in Europe from 1600 to 1750, and is represented by a singleness of mood and gesture,

rhythmic continuity, polyphonic texture, and melodic ornamentation. Jerry Willard explains the

intricacies of Baroque ornamentation (including trills, mordents, and notes inegale) in an

easy-to-understand way, and performs each piece on the accompanying audio CD. Includes: Aria

(from the Anna Magdelena Notebook )(J.S. Bach) * Bourree in A Minor (theme, from the Second

Violin Partita) (J.S. Bach) * Largo (Arcangelo Corelli) * The Harmonious Blacksmith (George Frideric

Handel) * Canon (Johann Pachelbel) * Minuet (Henry Purcell) * Gavotte (Giovanni Zamboni) * and

more.
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**ONLY 4 STARS BECAUSE MY SPECIFIC COPY HAD A FLAWED AUDIO CD SENT WITH IT



AND I'M SURE THAT IS VERY RARE**Okay down to the meat of it.This book is great. I was

delivered today and it is already my favorite of the 8 or so classical guitar music/tab books that I

have.General Notes:-I've been teaching myself classical guitar for about 6 months now without

particularly feverish dedication to practice to say the least. Although some of the pieces seem

daunting to me at my current skill level, very few seem insurmountable and none of these pieces

come off as too easy.-The length of the selections is great. Short but not too shot. Long pieces can

be a turn off for me as a new guitarist, since I am more interested in learning and perfecting a

variety rather than dedicating all of my time to a single piece thereby limiting my exposure to

different skills required to play different pieces. (Think sliding into a barre chord vs. transitioning

from chord to chord vs. complicated (for me) single note transitions. If you only practice a long piece

that might lack one of these elements, it'll leave a hole in your development.)Pros:-Selection: Like I

said, the selection is phenomenal for learning. The selection is also beautiful. From Bach's Menuett

in A Minor, to Handel's Sarabande, to Corelli's Largo, the mathematic and hauntingly beautiful spirit

of baroque is captured in manageable pieces.-Notation: I found the fingering listed to be accessible

and helpful. The notes on the tremolos were particularly helpful.-Build and print: The print size is

easy to read but not too big and the spine isn't too deep as to prevent easily keeping a page open

without having to bend the book backwards.-Music CD Performance: The performances are of a

high quality, a manageable tempo, and all around great for going back and studying how a

particularly complex bit is supposed to sound.Cons:-Music CD Skipping: My copy came with a CD

that was fine from about track 1-30, but had horrible and constant skips after. I tried using multiple

devices with the same result. This was likely a rare flaw however and even without the CD the book

is well worth the purchase.Conclusion: If you're a beginning classical guitarist with an interest in

Baroque, you need to purchase this immediately.

This is a Jerry Wiilard edited book so I knew what to expect. His books are excellent, in my opinion,

for the beginning and late beginning student.(probably for anyone) When I started lessons my

instructor had me buy Willard's 50 Easy Classical Guitar Pieces. Since then I have added a couple

more of his books to my stack of music. This one like the others gets you started quickly with easier

pieces and also challenges with more difficult material. The book has a nice cross section of music

from Bach to Zamboni. Lots of fun and challenges!

This is not a book for a beginner. But with some skill it is not that tough. There is a nice variety of

music of that time period, and the CD is true to the print. Love the book



Love his books. I'm a TAB player and his books are wonderful.

I can't wait to learn them all!! Great song selections, and arrangements!! Glad I picked this one up.

Now I just need to buy a classical guitar to compliment the songs.
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